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Football season 
begins in 
South Florida

Drive by Okeechobee High School 
and you can already hear the sounds 
of football season beginning.

The crash of pads as the football team practices, 
the Brahman Band going through the paces of their 
halftime show. As summer fades and fall begins, high 
school football is back again.

The Brahmans are looking to bounce back from 
their 1-7 season last year. Bad weather and a few covid 
cancellations never let the team get into a rhythm. But 
the team looks ready to hit the ground running in 2022. 

Okeechobee has senior Michael Burgarelli back 
under center again. Burgarelli has been a good 
scrambler for the Brahmans during his time with 
the team. Leonides Castellanos looked impressive 
during Okeechobee’s Midnight Madness scrimmage, 
breaking out the biggest runs of the night. Cariss Johns 
has been another effective runner on the ground for 
Okeechobee.

Many of those Brahmans taking the field this season 
got to see a former Brahman achieve the ultimate 
goal a few months ago: being drafted into the NFL. 
Okeechobee’s Evan Neal was drafted by the New York 
Giants in the first round of the draft. Inside his jacket 
that night, Neal had an illustration of Lake Okeechobee. 
He wanted people to know where he was from, and 
he wanted his people back home to know he was 
representing them.

It had to be inspiring for the kids in purple and 
gold today to see someone who used to wear the same 
jersey walk across the stage at the NFL Draft. Many 
of the current Brahmans were in attendance at a draft 
party held in Okeechobee. 

Now the current Brahmans will start to build their 
legacy. Nothing is written in stone. An underdog can 
upset a guaranteed playoff team. It all comes down to 
those four quarters where anything can happen.

Players were all smiles on the Brahman sideline 
as they blowout the Glades Day Gators.
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Okeechobee Brahmans excited 
heading into new season
The Okeechobee Brahmans will kick off their 2022 season with a new head coach, their 
third in as many years.

Head coach B.J. Pryor speaks to Brahman 
players before a game.

Earlier in 2022, Okeechobee High School 
hired B.J. Pryor as the new head coach for 
their football team. Pryor has 26 years of 
coaching experience in every level of the sport, 
including 12 high school state playoff runs and 
a state championship.

“I always tell the kids that I don’t worry 
about the winning and losing,” explained 
Pryor. “I care about the kids’ character. And so 
far, we have good, high quality kids.”

Most recently, Pryor coached at Ovilla 
Christian in Red Oak, Texas. Ovilla Christian 
competed in a six man league, a modified 
version of football with fewer players played 

by schools with smaller enrollments. Pryor 
helped a young Ovilla team with only three 
seniors reach a 3-8 record in 2019. The team 
would go on to have six players named to 
the 2019 Texas Independent School Coaches 
Association All-State football team.

But while the head coach is new, everything 
else in the Brahman football program – from 
the assistant coaches to the players – remains 
the same. In fact, it was defensive coordinator 
Jeff Whitlock who coached the team during 
the Brahmans’ spring game against Glades 
Day in May of 2022.

Okeechobee won that game in a 48-7 

blowout.
Whitlock runs a summer camp in 

Okeechobee called Men of Distinction that 
many of the Brahman players participate in.

“Men of Distinction is not just about 
football,” said Whitllock. “We spend time every 
day speaking life to these young men. A lot of 
the young men that come through our football 
program come from single parent households. 
And not all of them have had great examples 
of what a man is. That is the purpose of MOD. 
To raise the quality of the young men that 
come to our program and allow them to know 
what it means to be a >> Continued on page 6
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good man.”
Brahman coaches took 23 players to the Down And Dirty 

Lineman Camp at Webber International University over the 
summer.  That number of players attending the camp is a 
record for the football team.

Last season Okeechobee finished with a 1-7 record. The 
Brahmans had trouble getting into a rhythm last year, partly 
due to a few things that were out of their control. Okeechobee 
experienced a two-week layoff in the middle of their season 
after inclement weather forced them to cancel their game 
against Frostproof on Sept. 10. The very next week the 
Brahmans were set to face Archbishop McCarthy, but then a 
covid exposure on that team saw that game canceled as well.

That lack of consistent reps and game experience was 
evident on the field for the young Brahman squad last year, 
but the team made strides later in the season. In the next to 
last game on Oct. 29, the Brahmans defeated the Suncoast 
Chargers 29-13.

Coach Pryor had his players out and about during the 
summer, meeting various community members and business 
leaders. He also says he’s been impressed with the support 
the team has received after the first parent meeting this 
summer.

“I want the people in the community to know that wearing 
a Brahman football helmet is more than just playing football,” 
said Pryor.

“We have a pretty good squad of young people,” continued 
Pryor. “I think we have some talent in a lot of places. Our 
coaches are excited. It’s going well, better than I thought it 
would. And the community is stepping up.”

“ ”I want people in 
the community to 
know that wearing 
a Brahman 
football helmet 
is more than just 
playing football

- Coach Pryor

863.763.4033
Proud Supporter of OHS Brahmans!

OHS senior Bennet Stubbs participates in a 
defensive football drill.
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www.AG98TrailerSales.com

455 US-98 | Okeechobee, FL 34972

AG 98 Trailer Sales
Sales
863.763.3033

Fax
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Parts and 
Service

863.763.3555

Let’s Go
BRAHMANS!
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202 NE 2nd Ave, Suite #1
(Located Behind CVS)

863.763.0502
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Go 
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ll 

Games!
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OHS Brahmans!

Go
Team!
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3197 NW 20th Tr.
Okeechobee, FL 34972
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Eddy       Romeo

863.801.4499

Paint Specials!

Good Luck, Brahmans!

1852 NW 9th Street • Okeechobee863.763.3447

21442 E. SR 78 — Buckhead Ridge

(863) 801-8463
Shellydoyle@ymail.com

Shelly DoyleSpecializing in
Property Management
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Insurance Agency

Call for a Free Quote 

Okeechobee ~ 467-0600
www.lawrenceinsuranceagency.com

Auto • Home • Mobile Home • Boats • Group 
Health • Life Insurance • Farm • Ranch

Date Day Opponent Site Time

8/21 Friday LaBelle AWAY 7:00

8/28 Friday Glades Day AWAY 7:00

9/4 Friday Amherst, Virgina DISNEY 7:30

9/12 Friday Martin County AWAY 7:00

9/18 Friday ** Sebastian River HOME 7:00

9/25 Friday OPEN OPEN OPEN

10/2 Friday ** Heritage AWAY 7:00

10/9 Friday Westwood HOME 7:00

10/16 Friday ** Bayside HOME 7:00

10/23 Friday ** Eau Gallie AWAY 7:00

10/30 Friday ** Jensen Beach
(Homecoming) HOME 7:00

11/6 Friday Clewiston
(Senior Night) HOME 7:00

** 
Denotes
District
Game

Okeechobee County Sheriff Noel Stephens takes a moment to show 
his support by posing for a picture with the 2022 Brahman football 
team. [Photo Courtesy Okeechobee County Sheriff’s Office]

The 
Brahman 

football team 
were among the 

attendees at the 2022 
NFL Draft watch party to 
cheer on former Brahman 
Evan Neal. When Neal was 

selected by the New York Giants 
with the sixth pick in the 

draft, the Brahmans 
gave him an

ecstatic 
ovation.
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FREE
ESTIMATES!

- FENCE REPAIR
- FENCE INSTALLATION
- VINYL
- CHAIN LINK
- GATES
- PRIVACY
- COMMERCIAL

- Fully Licensed & Insured -
Servicing the Treasure Coast and Lake Okeechobee

1-800-282-5172
www.adronfence.com

“Making heal� care m� e aff� dable and serving � e community since 2010”
Caring

Beyond Prescription

863.763.7633
407 S. Parrott Ave • Okeechobee (Next to Arby’s on 441)

EXTENDED HOURS: Mon - Fri 8am - 8pm | Sat. 9am - 5pm

Call or stop in for hassle-free, easy 
transfer of prescriptions!

Tired of Waiting? Tired of Waiting? 

Other
Pharmacies

� e Fastest, Most 
Convenient

& Friendliest 
Service in 
the Area! Us!

PHARMACY THE WAY IT’S SUPPOSED TO BE 
  Best cash prices in town! 
  FREE same day home delivery 
  Personalized compounding
  Pet meds available
  We match & beat all Competitors’ Price &  Service 
  Prescriptions ready in minutes!
  Now providing non-sterile RX Compounding

  Flu, Pneumonia, Shingles & other 
 vaccinations available - no appointment needed
  We accept all insurances including: 
 Blue Cross, Tricare, Health First, Medicaid and 
 all HMOs including Staywell, Molina and 
 United Health.
   Wide range of OTC, Medical Supplies & More!

The core values of Heartland Discount Pharmacy are Caring, 
Compassion and Empathy for our patient!

Does Your Pharmacy accommodate your special needs? 
Does Your Pharmacy keep your prescriptions up to date with refi lls and 
stock status etc? 
Does your Pharmacist have spare time to discuss your health?
Does Your Pharmacy have time to fi nd ways to save you money on your 
prescriptions?
Does Your Pharmacy handle SPECIALITY PRESCRIPTIONS and On Demand 
COMPOUNDING?
We have ways to help Medicare patients not fall into 

coverage gap or donut holes

Here is how we are different...
OUR GOAL IS TO MAKE HEALTHCARE MORE AFFORDABLE

HEARTLAND DISCOUNT

PHARMACY
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2004-2022

Residential  www.crsokee.com Commercial

24 hour
emergency 

service

863.467.4733

Lake Okeechobee News 
sports reporter 
Richard Marion gives 
a preview of the 
football season.

Varsity Football Schedule
Date Opponent Site Time

8/19/22 Jupiter - 
Kickoff Classic HOME 6:30

8/26/22 Desoto HOME 7:00

9/2/22 Ft. Pierce 
Central Away 7:00

9/9/22 Frostproof Away 7:30

9/16/22 Archbishop McCarthy - 
GO GOLD HOME 7:00

9/30/22 Westwood - 
Homecoming HOME 7:00

10/7/22 Immokalee Away 7:00
10/14/22 Port St. Lucie - Pink Out HOME 7:00
10/21/22 Lake Placid Away 7:30
10/28/22 Sebring Away 7:30
11/4/22 Clewiston - Sr Night HOME 7:00

OHS 
opponents 
breakdown

The Brahmans open 
their season at home 
against the DeSoto 
County Bulldogs on 
August 26 at 7 p.m. 
The DeSoto football 
program went through 
a rebuild after going winless during 
the 2020 season. But head coach Sam Holland 
managed to secure a 6-3 record last year 
as an independent school. The Bulldogs are 
back in district play this year. The Bulldogs 
will have a long drive making the trip from 
Arcadia to Okeechobee, which could play a 
factor on gameday. The two programs are in a 
similar position. Both are looking to rebound, 
and starting their season off with a win 
would go a long way in helping that happen. 
The two teams are evenly matched, but the 
home crowd at OHS can help tip the scale the 
Brahmans’ way.

DeSoto County

See Page 14 for the rest of 
the OHS football team’s 

opponents
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JV Football Schedule

Quality Alligator Hide Products
Fresh Florida Alligator meat sold here!!

 GOOD LUCK BRAHMANS!!!!

310 NE 6th Ave in Okeechobee
863-763-3688

Call Florida Trophy Gators today!

Over

30
Years of 

Experience!

Over

30
Over

BERGER REAL ESTATE

Cristie Schmidt
Full Time Realtor

Doing what I say I’ll do... 
Sometimes more, but never less!
863.634.3604
cristieschmidt@gmail.com

Cheryl Daniels
Full Time Realtor

863.634.3615

Philip Y. Berger
Lic. Real Estate Broker

Lori C. Berger
Lic. Real Estate Broker

BRAHMANS!

BERGER REAL ESTATE

Cristie Schmidt
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Full Time Realtor
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Lic. Real Estate Broker
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BRAHMANS!
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Doing what I say I’ll do... 
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Lic. Real Estate Broker
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Lic. Real Estate Broker

BRAHMANS!

Philip Y. Berger
Lic. Real Estate Broker

Lori C. Berger
Lic. Real Estate Broker

Date Opponent Site Time
8/25/22 Clewiston HOME 6:00

9/8/22 Ft. Pierce Central HOME 6:00

9/14/22 Jensen Beach Away 6:00

9/22/22 Lake Placid Away 7:00
10/6/22 Sebastian River HOME 6:00

10/13/22 Clewiston Away 7:00
10/20/22 Sebring HOME 6:00

No football game would be complete without 
cheerleaders to encourage the players and keep 

their spirits up! The 2022 squad is ready to go!
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OHS Brahman Band 
one of the best 
around the lake
Gamedays at Okeechobee High School 
during football season are special. And one 
of the most underrated but crucial aspects 
of that gameday experience is the OHS 
Brahman Band.

The Brahman Band is one of the largest 
organizations on campus at OHS, and 
that fact becomes exceedingly clear on 
gamedays. The band has an entire section 
of the massive concrete home stands 
reserved for them, with the group looking 
more like a college band than one at a 
small high school in rural Florida.

Look hard enough and you’ll even see 
the players, coaches and parents on the 
opposing sidelines dancing and bobbing 
along to the Brahman fight songs.

The Brahman Band is coming off a 
season last year that saw them make 
history. Last year’s OHS Brahman Band 
finished fifth in the state in class 5A at the 
Florida Marching Band Championships.  
This was the first time in school history 
that the OHS Brahman Band made a finals 
appearance. 

 “Much of the success from last year 
goes directly to the students,” said Band 
director Clint LaFlam. “Coming out of a 
missed marching season due to COVID, 
the band members were ready to turn the 
page and create an amazing marching 
experience. Another key factor was the 
show design and musical choices for 
the show “TOXIC.”  We decided to try 
something new last year and saw huge 
success. Using familiar music but doing it 
at a highly competitive level definitely put 
us on the map within the top competitive 
marching bands in the state.”

So what makes the band at OHS so 
successful? One factor is the consistency 

that LaFlam brings as a director. LaFlam 
is going on his sixteenth year as director. 
That time has helped create the culture 
of the band program on and off the field/
stage. 

“Since day one, I have wanted to make 
this program one of the best things on the 
OHS campus,” explained LaFlam. “I want 
the community to appreciate what these 
students do every year.” 

That kind of consistency is hard to find 
in any other program. Other schools in 
the area have seen director turn over year 
after year, with band directors leaving the 
profession or trying to find the next best 
school to work at. 

“Okeechobee is where I belong,” said 
LaFlam. “It hasn’t always been easy, but 
we are making magic happen regardless.  
I am excited for a new school and facility 
since we have outgrown the current band 
room years ago.  By the time the school is 
built, we project to have a huge band close 
to 200 members.”

Following up their “Toxic” halftime 
show from last season, the Brahman Band 
is working on an act titled “Catch Me If 
You Can.” Musical selections for this year 
include: “Gangsta’s Paradise” by Coolio, 
“The Pink Panther theme” by Henry 
Manchini, “Smooth Criminal” by Michael 
Jackson and Alien Ant Farm, “Wanted 
Dead or Alive” by Bon Jovi, and “Hide and 
Seek” by Imogen Heap.  LaFlam says the 
show will have lots of color and energy and 
will portray a great storyline on the field.

“ ”Since day one, 
I have wanted 
to make this 
program one of 
the best things 
on the OHS 
campus.

- Clint LaFlam
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OHS opponents breakdown

The Brahmans are back home 
in Okeechobee for their 
fourth game, hosting 
Archbishop McCarthy 
at 7 p.m. on Sept. 
16. Archbishop, like 
Okeechobee, has a new head 
coach this year. Dino Mangiero was picked to 
lead the program back in February following 
the retirement of longtime coach Byron Walker. 
Mangiero spent six seasons in the NFL with 
the Kansas City Chiefs and Seattle Seahawks 
as a defensive lineman. Archbishop went to 
the playoffs last year, but were blown out by 
another Lake Okeechobee team, the Clewiston 
Tigers. 

Archbishop McCarthy

The Brahmans host the Port St. Lucie Jaguars 
on Oct. 14 at 7 p.m. 
The Jaguars and 
Brahmans have traded 
wins and losses over the 
last two years. They beat 
Okeechobee 34-7 last season. 
But the Brahmans took a 27-7 win the year 
prior. Last year the Jaguars won their district 
for the first time in over three decades, and 
they are bringing back many of the key players 
from that team. 

Port St. Lucie
Okeechobee’s 
Homecoming game 
will be against the 
Fort Pierce Westwood 
Panthers on Sept. 
30 at 7 p.m. Start 
brainstorming ideas for 
those Homecoming floats 
now. After the Brahmans 
celebrate with their annual bonfire tradition, 
the Panthers will make the trip to Okeechobee. 
The Panthers went 0-9 last season, but in 2020 
when they last faced the Brahmans, they were 
able to get a narrow 19-12 win.

Fort Pierce Westwood

The Lake Placid Dragons 
will host the 
Okeechobee 
Brahmans at 7:30 
p.m. on Oct. 21. 
The Dragons went 4-7 
last year.  Both programs 
should be evenly matched. Both have talented 
players at the skill positions. For the Dragons, 
that would be Keveun Mason, a shifty, fast 
running back who already has a few college 
offers.

Lake Placid
Okeechobee closes the 
regular season on Nov. 
4 at 7 p.m. at home 
against their old Lake 
Okeechobee rivals, 
the Clewiston Tigers. 
The game will also serve 
as senior night for the Brahmans. And 
look, there’s no getting around it: the Tigers 
have dominated this rivalry. Old timers around 
Okeechobee have countless stories of getting 
pushed around by Clewiston in their days. 
And the Tigers have continued their streak of 
dominance in recent years. But when the odds 
are stacked against you, that just makes the 
victory that much sweeter.

Clewiston

The Brahmans will travel 
to take on Immokalee 
on Oct. 7 at 7 p.m. 
Immokalee is in the 
process of a rebuild. 
Last season the team 
had to drop out of their 
classification and play 
as an independent due to a lack of players.  
James Delgado took over head coaching 
duties following last season and Immokalee 
hired LaBelle’s Chris Siner as their new athletic 
director.

Immokalee

Okeechobee’s last road 
game of the regular season 
will be against the Sebring 
Blue Streaks on Oct. 28 at 
7:30 p.m. Sebring, in many 
ways, represents what 
Okeechobee would like to 
build itself into. Head coach 
LaVaar Scott built the rural school into a 
force to be reckoned with, winning a district 
championship and earning a trip to the State 
Final Four last year. Before that, no Sebring 
team had been past the regional semifinals.

Sebring

Okeechobee’s first road 
game of the year 
will be against the 
Fort Pierce Central 
Cobras on Sept. 2 
at 7 p.m. Last season 
the Cobras gave the 
Brahmans everything they could handle and 
then some, with Fort Pierce taking a 48-6 win. 
The Okeechobee offense just couldn’t get in 
a rhythm and two blocked punts returned for 
touchdowns buried them early. The Brahmans 
will need to be detail orientated in this 
matchup. The Cobras won’t make it easy, so 
Okeechobee will have to limit mistakes to not 
hurt their chances.

Fort Pierce Central
Okeechobee stays on the road 
for their third game, traveling 
to take on Frostproof on 
Sept. 9 at 7:30 p.m. 
The game is another 
rematch from last 
season. The Brahmans 
were originally scheduled 
to face Frostproof in the third 
game of the season last year as well. But 
inclement weather forced the game to be 
rescheduled. Then a positive covid case forced 
Okeechobee’s fourth game to be canceled. 
So when the Brahmans finally got back on 
the field to face Frostproof, they had been out 
of action for over two weeks. That rust was 
evident as the Brahmans fell 28-0. Fingers 
crossed, the weather cooperates this year and 
the Brahmans are able to give Frostproof their 
best shot.

Frostproof
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GO FOR 
THE GOAL!

Walpole Feed & Supply Co. 
863-763-6905

Hwy 98 N., 
Okeechobee

101 SW 3rd Avenue, Okeechobee

Offi ce: 863-484-8588 

LegacyRealEstateFL

Lasha Boree, CIPS, Broker
863-697-1712

Legacy Realty 
is proud to 
Support 
our

 OHS 
Football Team

Family Owned 
& Operated
 Since 1983

Financing 
Available

Morgan’s Furniture
~Your Comfort is Our Business~

863.467.2072
707 SW Park Street • Okeechobee, FL 34972

GO BRAHMANS!!

Go Brahmans!
visit our website at www.wm.comwww.wm.com
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Vicki S. Anderson,
Licensed Real Estate Broker

President, 
Okeechobee Board of Realtors

For all of our listings, please visit www.AndersonRealtyCo.com

Vicki Anderson 863.634.4106 863.634.4107 Eric Anderson

Shelly Doyle
Personal Assistant
863.801.8463

shellydoyle@ymail.com

Your Top Realty Company 
In Okeechobee 

� at Your Family Can Trust 
To Be � ere For You!

We Service ALL Your 
Real Estate Needs

30046 E. SR 78 BHR, Okeechobee, FL 34974

Vicki S. Anderson
Licensed Real Estate Broker

863.634.4106 | vic_anderson@earthlink.net

Eric W. Anderson
Licensed Real Estate Broker

863.634.4107

Shelly D. Doyle
Licensed Real Estate Agent

863.801.8463 | shellydoyle@ymail.com
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